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TEXT

Cunningham, William P., Cunningham, Mary Ann and Saigo, Barbara, Environmental Science A Global Concern 9th Edition, McGraw – Hill, 2007
GRADES
Grading will occur on a variety of assignments including but not limited to daily work, homework, public speaking, labs, debate, tests, quizzes, presentations, and participation.  Typically we will have an exam every two weeks.  If you study for these exams until mastery, you will be successful.
SUPPLIES
Required to purchase is a composition notebook along with writing utensils of your choice.  If you would like to donate to the classroom, we could use clear tape (we will be taping some handouts into the comp books) and/or colored pencils.
TOPICS OF STUDY
The AP curriculum is established by the College Board and it covers a lot of material.  Because of this, the class has to move quickly.  Students are required to perform at a very high cognitive level.   I expect students to attend class, ask questions, do the homework, and study the material until they master it.

Unit 1 Matter, Energy, and Life, Evolution, Biological Communities, and Species Interactions, Biomes

Unit 2 Population Biology and Human Populations

Unit 3 Environmental Health and Toxicology, Food and Agriculture, Pest Control

Unit 4 Biodiversity, Land Use: Forests and Grasslands, Preserving and Restoring Nature

Unit 5 Geology and Earth Resources, Air, Weather, and Climate, Air Pollution

Unit 6 Water Use and Management, Water Pollution

Unit 7 Conventional Energy and Sustainable Energy

ADVANCE KENTUCKY

We are currently involved with the Advance Kentucky Program and grant. I am an AP Environmental consultant and will review students from other schools throughout Kentucky. http://www.advancekentucky.com/
Through this program we have been able to add two new AP science courses (Physics and Chemistry) at ACS.  The grant will fund our attendance at three Saturday review sessions prior to the end of course AP exam. I personally will offer after school review sessions in the spring as well.
HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
I will use Remind 101 to remind students and to notify you of upcoming deadlines and exams.  Please sign up for this service.  Instructions are attached. You will know if they have an exam coming up and can ensure that they have a quiet space without distractions to study.
COLLEGE CREDIT

Each college decides which AP Exam grades it will accept for credit and/or advanced placement. Many institutions accept grades of 3 and above, which is the recommendation of the American Council on Education (ACE).
AP and GPA

The GPA scale for AP classes is weighted.  If you receive an A in an AP class you receive 5 points on a 4 point scale.  A grade of B in an AP class is like an A in an non AP class.

WHY AP?

The AP experience is rich and rewarding. You work hard but you get back so much in return. Most colleges view any AP experience as a plus, and AP gives you tools that will serve you well throughout your college career.  
By succeeding in an AP course and exam, you will know in advance that you have the ability to succeed in college. Students who succeed academically are likely to achieve other significant accomplishments in college and throughout their lives.
